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Pathology Day 

While pathologists are lamenting the disappearance of pathology as an important discipline in the 
undergraduate curriculum with the advent of problem-based learning, some medical schools are determined 
to remind all of us that pathology is medicine. Indeed, the Department of Pathology and Laboratory 
Medicine of the University of British Columbia, Canada, organises an annual Pathology Day, celebrating the 
14th occasion on 24 May this year. The Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia has taken the initiative 
to launch the nationwide Pathology Day on 28th May 2013.  Perhaps, the World Association of Pathology 
and Laboratory Medicine (WASPaLM) can take this further to have a World Pathology Day, to be 
celebrated by all the pathologists in the World on the same date! 

Going International 

The CPathAMM is one of the long-established associations for pathologists. Before the merger with the 
Chapter of Pathology, Academy of Medicine, in 1994, the Malaysian Society of Pathologists was 
established way back in 1975.  We have been a member of the WASPaLM for many years. In fact, we 
brought the World Congress of WASPaLM to the Malaysian shore in 2007. That meeting was tremendously 
successful and so memorable. We have made many friends worldwide. Last year, we joined the 
International Liaison of Pathology Presidents (ILPP) to exchange ideas on issues faced by pathologists and 
engage in collaborative efforts to enhance the image and practice of pathology. During last year ILPP 
meeting in London, the CPathAMM once again re-activated the Bhagwan Singh Fellowship Programme with 
the Royal College of Pathologists of the United Kingdom. The UK College will be sending a visiting 
pathologist next year to conduct workshop or seminar in Malaysia in 2014. 

The CPathAMM is certainly visible in the world of pathology this year as our Datuk Professor Dr Looi Lai 
Meng is now the elected President of the WASPaLM from 9th June 2013. On behalf of the College, we 
would like to congratulate Professor Looi for this achievement. We do hope members would come forward 
to support the activities of the CPathAMM as well as those of WASPaLM. 

The Council has decided to hold our annual scientific meeting on an international scale in Kuala Lumpur in 
August next year. Dr Arni Talib of Hospital Kuala Lumpur has taken the challenge to be the organising 
chairperson. We look forward to the support of the members to make this August 2014 meeting a success. It 
is time, especially for the younger members of the College, to venture beyond the laboratory and project 
the practice of pathology to not only our fellow medical and health professionals, but also the general 
public. 

Thank you. 
Emeritus Professor Cheong Soon Keng 

President. 

Dear members, 

Annual Scientific Meeting 

This year, the 12th Annual Scientific Meeting of the CPathAMM was held on 22-24 
May, in Kota Bharu, in conjunction with the International Conference on Medical 
and Health Sciences 2013, organised by the School of Medical Sciences of the 
Universiti Sains Malaysia. About 500 participants attended the meeting. As the 
Malaysian Society of Human Genetics was also holding its inaugural conference 
during this meeting, our members were able to mingle with colleagues with special 
interest in human genetics, a discipline that is increasingly becoming important in 
diagnostic pathology. Very soon, the tagline of “Next Generation Genetic 
Diagnostics” would invade our laboratories.  
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Path Talk is pleased to announce that Datuk Prof. Dr. Looi Lai 

Meng has received the official Chain of Office as President of 

the World Association of Societies of Pathology and Laboratory 

Medicine (WASPaLM). 

The ceremony was held at the historical Parliament House in 

Quebec City, Canada, on 9th June 2013 in conjunction with the 

27th World Congress of Pathology. 

According to email communication from Datuk Prof. Dr. Looi, 

WASPaLM is a global network of 45 Societies of Pathology 

from 34 countries. WASPaLM serves as the voice of pathology 

on global issues related to pathology, with the specific mission of 

promoting health throughout the world by promoting the teaching 

and practice of all aspects of pathology and laboratory 

medicine.  

In addition, Datuk Prof. Dr. Looi also thanked CPathAMM for its 

support over the years and hoped that her appointment will be 

able to benefit CPathAMM as well. 

Path Talk, on behalf of the College, congratulates Datuk Prof. Dr. 

Looi on her outstanding achievement. 

Datuk Prof. Dr. Looi with 
the WASPaLM Presidential 

Chain of Office. 

N e w s  &  E v e n t s  
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UTAR Seminar on Recent Advances in Stem Cell Research 2013 

Faculty of Medicine & Health Science, UTAR  

25th May 2013 
 

The UTAR Seminar on Recent Advances in Stem Cell Research 2013 was held on the 25th May 2013 at 

the Faculty of Medicine & Health Sciences, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (Bdr. Sg. Long Campus). This 

seminar was jointly organised by the College and also the Centre for Stem Cell Research (CSCR), UTAR 

with Prof. Dr. Choo Kong Bung, CSCR Chairperson, as the Organising Chairperson. For this seminar, four 

speakers were invited to present on the recent advances in stem cell research globally and also in 

Malaysia. The number of participants was 102 from various research universities and institutions. This 

seminar was also graciously sponsored by Biomarketing Sdn. Bhd., Bio-Diagnostics Sdn. Bhd., Stemedics 

Sdn. Bhd., Bita Lifescience, Matrioux Sdn. Bhd., Axon Scientific Sdn. Bhd and All Eights Sdn. Bhd. 

 

The seminar started with a brief opening remarks by the President of the College of Pathologists 

Academy of Medicine of Malaysia and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine & Health Sciences, UTAR, 

Emeritus Prof. Dr. Cheong Soon Keng. Prof. Dr. John Rasko, distinguished speaker of the seminar, 

delivered two lectures entitled “Gene & Cell Therapy Update” and “Haemopoiesis & the Stem Cell 

Niche”. In his first lecture, Prof. Rasko updated the participants on recent data from genetic therapies 

especially in the field of cellular therapeutics. In addition, he also highlighted the various ethical issues 

related to the medical/stem cell tourism with unregulated, untested or unsafe stem cell therapies 

offered in the market now. For his second lecture, Prof. Rasko highlighted his work on the 

haemotopoietic stem cell (HSC) niche showing the ability of HSC to respond to elastic stimuli and 

glycosylation and the potential applications in blood related cancer therapies and remodelling/

repairing of damaged bone marrow. 

 

Three local experts were also invited to speak at this seminar. Prof. Dr. Tunku Kamarul Zaman, from 

the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, Universiti Malaya, presented on the 

applications of stem cells in orthopaedics research. Dr. Chin Sze Piaw, consultant cardiologist from 

Mawar Medical Centre and Beverly Wilshire Medical Centre, presented the results and on-going 

efforts on the use of mesenchymal stem cells in clinical research and therapy of patients with end-stage 

cardiomyopathy, severe osteoarthritis and other medical conditions in Malaysia. Last but not least, Prof. 

Dr. Choo Kong Bung presented his work on microRNA expression profiling of embryonic stem cells, 

induced pluripotent stem cells and mesenchymal stem cells using a nanoliter-scale real time PCR 

microarray platform for the elucidation of the role of microRNA in stem cell biology. 

 

Path Talk, on behalf of the College, would like to thank Prof. Dr. Choo Kong Bung, the Organising 

Chairperson, and his team of dedicated members for their hard work in ensuring the success of this 

seminar. We would also like to record our appreciation to all the speakers, participants and industrial 

sponsors for their participation.  
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Part of the organising committee members.   Registration of participants.     

Prof. Dr. Choo Kong Bung with All Eights 
representatives. 

Prof. Dr. John Rasko and Prof. Dr. Tunku Kamarul 
Zaman. 

Dr. Chin Sze Piaw delivering his lecture. Emeritus Prof. Dr. Cheong with the invited 
speakers.  
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Area Specific Breast Cancer                           

Multi-Disciplinary Meetings 

Jan - June 2013 

 

The College of Pathologists and Roche (M) 

Sdn. Bhd. jointly organised a 5 area-

specific breast cancer multidisciplinary 

meetings in different areas in Malaysia for 

the period of Jan - June 2013. 

 

These meetings aimed to improve the 

quality of HER2 testing nationwide. Special 

attention was given to proper specimen 

handling, as well as proper staining, 

interpretation and scoring of HER2 testing.  

 

These meetings targeted participants from 

different disciplines ranging from 

pathologists, technicians, breast surgeons, 

general surgeons, operating theatre nurses 

and oncologists.  

Considerations in Advanced Non-Small Cell Lung 

Cancer Treatment in Malaysia Meeting 

3rd March 2013 

The College of Pathologists, the Malaysian Oncological 

Society and the Malaysian Thoracic Society jointly 

organised this meeting with the support of Astra Zeneca 

Sdn. Bhd.   

This educational and non-promotional meeting was chaired 

by  Dato’ Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim bin Dato’ Abdul Wahid. 

The aim was  to update different disciplines to the many 

changes over the years for the treatment of lung cancer 

patients with the highlight of understanding biomarker 

analysis. In addition, a panel of expert was also invited to 

discuss on the way forward for treatment of lung cancer in 

Malaysia. 

The panel of experts invited for this meeting consisted of:  

Prof. Dr. Keunchil Park 

Dr. Gilberto de Lima Lopes Jr. 

Prof. Dr. Liam Chong Kin 
Prof. Dr. Pathmanathan Rajadurai 

 

The meeting  included two case presentations from Hospital 

Kuala Lumpur & Universiti Malaya Medical Centre. 

P a s t  E v e n t s  

DATE EVENT VENUE 

Jan - June Area Specific Breast Cancer Multi-disciplinary Meetings Nationwide 

3 March 
Considerations in Advanced NSCLC Treatment in 

Malaysia 

Le Meridien Hotel,              

Kuala Lumpur 

10 April Quality Control in Immunohistochemistry 
Medical Academies of 

Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur 

3 May Transfusion Medicine: Back to Basics UKM Medical Centre 

22 - 24 May 
12th Annual Scientific Meeting & Annual General 

Meeting 
Renaissance Hotel, Kota Bahru 

25 May Recent Advances in Stem Cell Research 2013 UTAR, Bdr. Sg. Long Campus 

28 June Autoimmune Disorders Seminar UTAR, Bdr. Sg. Long Campus 
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Breast Pathology Seminar 

6th Nov 2013 
 

In conjunction with the visit of RCPA Visiting Professor 
2013, Prof. Dr. Sunil Lakhani, a one day seminar on 
breast pathlogy will be organised at UKM Medical 
Centre.  

Prof. Dr. Lakhani is the Head of the Academic Discpline 
of Molecular and Cellular Pathology.  He is also Head 
of the Breast Group at UQ Centre for Clinical 
Research, Site Director, Anatomical Pathology, The 
Royal Brisbane & Women's Hospital and State 
Director, Anatomical Pathology, Pathology 
Queensland. His current research interests include 
lobular carcinoma and its variants, normal and stem 
cells, tumours with a basal phenotype, mechanisms of 
brain and distant metastases and familial breast 
cancer. 

The topics to be covered by Prof. Dr. Sunil Lakhani in 
the seminar include: 
 

• Update on WHO classification of breast cancer  
• Update on molecular pathology of breast 

cancer 
• Update on lobular neoplasia on breast 

Renal Pathology Update 

4th - 5th April 2014 

 
The College of Pathologists together with Monash 
University and Anatomical Pathology Unit, Hospital 
Sultanah Aminah, Johor Bahru will be co-organising this 
seminar at Clinical School Johor Bahru Monash 
University (Malaysia).  
 
The goal of the workshop is to provide recent 
advances and insights in renal pathology with 
emphasis on recognition of the common histological 
patterns in renal biopsies. Difficult and complex cases 
will also be covered in the discussion. At the end of the 
workshop participants will be able to comfortably 
recognise histopathological characteristics of 
frequently encountered cases as well as rare renal 
diseases. 
 
The 2-day workshop will focus on topics divided with 
didactic lectures and interactive discussion with case 
presentations. 
 
Practising pathologists, pathology fellows & residents,  
nephrologists, nephrology trainees and clinicians 
managing patients with renal pathologies are invited 
to participate in this seminar. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
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Labs Are Vital Platform 

 

Labs Are Vital is an online forum for laboratory professionals and those interested in the profession first established 

in 2006. Now Labs Are Vital is owned and run by a new Members Board comprising representatives from 

International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Lab Medicine (IFCC), World Association of Societies of Pathology 

and Laboratory Medicine (WASPaLM), American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP) and International Federation 

for Biomedical and Laboratory Science (IFBLS). 

As a Constituent Society of WASPaLM, CPathAMM is also a part of the Labs Are Vital family! The College 

encourages all members to share interesting event/experience or discuss a blog at Labs Are Vital. Please get in 

touch with Professor Michael Oellerich, WASPaLM’s liaison in Labs Are Vital at michael.oellerich@med.uni-

goettingen.de to participate. Further information on Labs Are Vital can be obtained from http://

labsarevital.ascp.org/home. 

A n n o u n c e m e n t  


